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COMMI'I'l'EE APPROVES "REINVENTING GOVERNMENT' INITIATIVES
For immediate release, Wednesday, November 10, 1993
WASHINGTON - Legislative measures to require the downsizing of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) and to terminate Federal payments to honey
producers were approved Wednesday by the House Agriculture Committee on a voice
vote, announced Committee Chairman Kika de la Garza, D-Texas.
The Committee legislation amends H.R. 3400, the Government Reform and
Savings Act of 1993.
H.R. 3400 embodies the first installment of the
recommendations offered in this year's National Performance Review conducted by
the "reinventing government" task force headed by Vice President Gore.
"The structure of USDA and the honey program have become symbols -- rightly
or wrongly - of government activities that are viewed by some as too costly, perhaps
ineffective or even obsolete. Both the Administration and a mlijority in this Congress
have made it clear that change is desired in these areas. This legislation provides
us an opportunity to begin to shape these changes. This measure provides for
substantial budget savinga; it sets in motion the downsizing of USDA; and it replaces
payments to honey producers with a recourse loan feature that will operate at nocoat to the government," said Rep. de la Garza.
The Committee subetitute for the USDA-related provisions (Title
3400 propoeM the following initiatives:

I)

of H.R.

USDA reorppjzation: Directs the Secretary of Agriculture to achieve at least
$1.64 billion in budgetary savings during fl8Cal years 1995-1999 by using current legsl
authorities to consolidate personnel and field, regional and national offices of agencies
within USDA in order to reduce personnel by not less than 7,500 steff years and to
reduce duplicative overhead expenses.
(MORE>

[This language is modeled after a provision that was included in the House
version of the 1993 budget reconciliation bill and later dropped in conference action.
The Committee substitute does not make any of the statutory changes in USDA's
organizational structure proposed by the Administration and embodied in H.R. 3171.
The Committee intends to hold further hearings and to act on H.R. 3171 at a later
time.]
Eliminate Federal payments for honey: Terminates the authority for USDA
to offer nonrecourse loan and deficiency payment programs for honey beginning in
crop year 1994. Provides for a no-cost recourse loan program (at a loan rate of not
less than 44 cents per pound) during crop years 1994 and 1995.
[The recently-approved Fiscal 1994 Agriculture Appropriations Act prohibits
any payments to producers for honey. The Committee substitute for H.R. 3400
terminates the underlying a~hority for nonrecourse loans and payments.
Elimination of the honey program is estimated to save approximately $10 million
over the next 5 years.]
The Committee substitute deletes a prOVlSlon in H.R. 3400, as introduced,
that duplicates the provisions of Public Law 103-130 (signed by the President on
November 1, 1993) that phases out wool and mohair incentive payments over the
next two years (see House Agriculture Committee news release of October 15, 1993).
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